My solution:
Are there other ways in which Alison can increase the amount of money in her account by £5? How many ways?
There are many ways in which Alison could increase the amount of money by £5, but I cannot name all of them. I will name some, and explain why this is adding a £5 to her account. 
One way is (+2)(- -3)=£5. If you start with £10, and add £2, it becomes £12, and if you cancel a transaction, of -£3, it is the same as gaining £3. So if you add £3 to £12 it is £15.00. In the end you have gained £5, because you had £10 and now you have £15. 
Another way is (+2)(+2)(-3)(+2)(+2)=£5. This is the same as 4 x (+2), and 1 x (-3). This is like adding £8, and taking away £3. So if you have £16, the end result should be £21, because you have added £5. If you add £8 to 16 pounds, you get £24. Then if you take away 3 pounds from £24, you get £21; which is the £5 more than what we had at the start. 
This way is included with algebra. (3n+1)x£2+(2n-1)x-£3=£5. If n=4, then the first brackets are 13 and 13 x£2=£26. The second brackets are 7 and 7 x-£3=£-21. Overall, 26- -21= £5. So this expression shows if you start with a number the finishing number will be £5 more. 
(+2)(+2)(+2)(- -3)(- +2)(- +2)=£5 is another way Alison can add £5 to her account. Adding 3x£2 is the same as adding £6, and if you cancel a transaction of adding 2 it is like taking away 2. So you are taking away four, because you cancelled two (+2)’s. You add 6 and then add the cancelled transaction -3, which is +3, then -4. It gets to £5.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are many ways of adding £5, but I could not list them because we could go into an infinite number. 
