Sailing Superstitions

· Whistling on board can bring a storm.

· Renaming a ship is bad luck.

· On the first journey you smash a bottle of wine on the hull.

· Albatrosses are bad luck to kill.

· Rats on board were lucky.  Only when they left people worried.

· It is bad luck to start a voyage on Friday

· Black cats are lucky.

· Never put your left foot down first when you board a ship.

· Ship names ending in “a” are bad luck.

· A silver coin under the main mast is lucky.

Why a Boat Floats

 A boat floats because the hull traps air and the air makes it lighter.  The size of the upthrust depends on how much water is pushed aside. In saltwater ships float higher than in fresh water.

F

I’m disabled communicate with me

A
Keep well clear at low speed
L
You should stop your vessel

K
I’ve something to communicate
N
No (negative)
E
I’m directing my course to starboard
R
No meaning
H
I’ve a pilot on board
O
Man over board

U
Your running into danger
S
My engines are going full speed astern
E
I’m directing my course to starboard

FLAGS

Sailors use flags to communicate with each other when they want to tell another boat something.  They started doing that because they might be very far away from each other and that was the only way they could communicate.

How Boats Work.

People grow special trees to make boats. These trees are called Grown Oaks.

Parts of a Boat

MAINMAST

BRIDGE

MIZZENMAST

LIFEBOAT

STERN

RUDDER turns left the flow of the water turns left and the boat turns left if it is straight boat goes straight same if the rudder turns right.

KEEL

PROPELLER

A HULL stops the water from getting to the deck and makes space for cargo. Thin, long hulls go fast and wide hulls are slower and carry more cargo. Hulls have many compartments to stop a boat from sinking.

BOW

DECK

SAILS

Ropes and Knots 

All knots have different purposes.  Knots that join two ropes are called bends.  Knots that join a rope to something are called hitches.

Bright

Eye

Rolling Hitch

Clove Hitch

Thumb Knot

Double Carrick Bend

Lighterman’s Hitch

Marlinspike Hitch

Bowline

Sheet Bend (Swab Hitch)
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Fast and Slow 

Ships with pointed hulls go faster than ships with flat hulls.

Navigation

Now                                                                                                 

GPS

Boats with right equipment always know were they are.

Lighthouses and buoys help. Signals send messages.

Then

Charts show coastlines, deepness of water and landmarks. 

